
Step	
  1:	
  Prepare	
  to	
  read	
  aloud	
  with	
  your	
  family
• Have	
  your	
  child	
  choose	
  a	
  book	
  or	
  together	
  choose	
  one	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  interes6ng	
  to	
  both	
  of	
  you;	
  If	
  
you	
  are	
  able,	
  read	
  the	
  book	
  to	
  yourself	
  before	
  you	
  read	
  it	
  with	
  your	
  child.
• Choose	
  a	
  6me	
  and	
  place	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  make	
  this	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  your	
  daily	
  rou6ne	
  

Step	
  2:	
  Ask	
  ques:ons	
  before	
  you	
  begin	
  reading	
  the	
  book	
  
• Based	
  on	
  the	
  6tle,	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  this	
  story	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  about?	
  	
  
• Based	
  on	
  the	
  picture	
  on	
  the	
  cover,	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  the	
  story	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  about?

Step	
  3:	
  	
  Make	
  the	
  story	
  interes:ng	
  with	
  your	
  own	
  voice	
  
• Show	
  excitement	
  in	
  your	
  voice	
  and	
  read	
  with	
  expression	
  (Pay	
  aEen6on	
  to	
  bold,	
  underlined	
  or	
  
words	
  with	
  !	
  or	
  ?)
• Stop	
  occasionally	
  and	
  ask	
  your	
  child	
  ques6ons	
  about	
  what	
  you	
  are	
  reading	
  
• Use	
  the	
  sample	
  ques6ons	
  in	
  this	
  guide

Step	
  4:	
  Ask	
  ques:ons	
  during	
  the	
  reading
• What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  happen	
  next?
• Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  that	
  character	
  just	
  did	
  what	
  he	
  or	
  she	
  did?
• Have	
  you	
  ever	
  felt	
  what	
  this	
  character	
  is	
  feeling?
• What	
  is	
  this?	
  (Point	
  to	
  something	
  in	
  the	
  picture)
• Can	
  you	
  tell	
  me	
  in	
  your	
  own	
  words	
  what	
  we	
  just	
  read?

Step	
  5:	
  Ask	
  ques:ons	
  aDer	
  reading
• Can	
  you	
  retell	
  this	
  story	
  in	
  your	
  own	
  words?
• What	
  did	
  you	
  learn	
  from	
  this	
  book?
• Who	
  was	
  your	
  favorite	
  character?	
  Why?
• What	
  was	
  your	
  favorite	
  part?	
  Why?
• Do	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  ques6ons	
  about	
  this	
  story?	
  What	
  are	
  they?
• If	
  you	
  were	
  the	
  author,	
  would	
  you	
  have	
  ended	
  the	
  story	
  the	
  same	
  way?	
  Why/why	
  not?
• Does	
  this	
  story	
  remind	
  you	
  of	
  something	
  we	
  have	
  done?	
  Explain.
• Does	
  this	
  story	
  remind	
  you	
  of	
  something	
  that	
  has	
  happened	
  to	
  you	
  or	
  someone	
  you	
  know?	
  

Tips For Creating Lifelong Readers
Enjoy this special time with your child.

Make a committment to read every day.
Try reading different types of books (both fiction and non-fiction).

Let your child see you reading.  
Your child will see that reading is something YOU like to do!

Parent	
  Guide	
  to	
  Reading:

A Menu to Create a Family 
of Lifelong Readers

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  reading!	
  	
  
From	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  here	
  at	
  Rider	
  University	
  

School	
  of	
  Educa?on
h@p://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-­‐schools/
college-­‐liberal-­‐arts-­‐educa?on-­‐sciences/school-­‐of-­‐

educa?on

http://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-schools/college-liberal-arts-education-sciences/school-of-education
http://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-schools/college-liberal-arts-education-sciences/school-of-education
http://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-schools/college-liberal-arts-education-sciences/school-of-education

